A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
(i) The Internal Heresies. These threatened either to break
our civilization up into separate worlds or to ruin it altogether
by corrupting throughout the Empire that central Catholic body
of doctrine on which the saving of civilization depended.
(z) The Barbaric Pagans. These were the uncivilized, or
only half-civilized, bands which lived either just outside the
frontiers of the Empire or, as hired soldiers of the Empire, just
within those frontiers, and organized in their defence. Some of
them were Germans (along the Rhine and in Holland and up to
the Bight of Heligoland), some Scottish Highlanders called Picts,
some Irish sea-rovers called Scots, some Slavs, some Moors and
Arabs on the Sahara frontiers, some Mongols who came in great
waves from the depths of Asia. The danger from these Barbaric
Pagans was not that they would corrupt the new religion of
Catholicism on which our future depended, but that they would,
without intending it, stamp out civilization altogether. This
danger continued at intervals for hundreds of years, till about
the year 1000, and while it lasted made the recovery of literature
and the arts very difficult.
The Internal Heresies. Of the internal heresies the Arian
had long been the most formidable, and we have seen how it got
hold of the Army and its generals. It had also become the
religion of many German and Slavonic tribes and their chieftains,
so that, the recruitment of the Army being mainly from these
tribes, and their chieftains being the local generals, the Arians
had the government of whole provinces. The soldiers, drawn
from all manner of races, followed the heresy of their leaders. It
is probable that the old conservative noble families and their
retainers were attracted by it as opposing the triumph of the
Catholic Church, and helped to swell, not only its numbers, but,
what was more important, the wealth and social influence at its
disposal. Meanwhile the Emperor and his court had been at
times Arian. Arianism, by attempting to rationalize the mystery
of the Incantation and denying the full divinity of our Lord,
diminished the driving-power of the Catholic Church as a prin-
ciple unifying and preserving our civilization. It seems never
to have affected England. But from England came another
heresy, Pelagianisrn, which gives us the next recorded episode in
the history of the country.
Pelagius.  Pelagius certainly came from the British islands,
though we do not know his exact birthplace.  Some think his name